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Accident at Oughterside - Tuesday 6th October 2020 

Many local residents must have seen the damage to the property at 2 Lime Kiln View and 

perhaps wondered what had happened. At approxiamately 9:05pm on 6th October 2020, 

a car smashed into the front wall of the property, then struck the garage. The wall was 

demolished, the garage door bent and the garage wall knocked out of line, and in 

danager of collapse. Large stones from the wall flew through the living room window 

smashing into furniture and landing near to the occupant. Glass fragments were 

scattered all over the room. Miraculously, no one inside the house was injured. The 

driver’s health is unknown, as the person left the scene before the police arrived. The 

garage wall has to be rebuilt and the door replaced. The house window has to be 

replaced and the wall rebuilt.  

The road from Beech Hil to Oughterside has no speed limit, allowing vehicles to speed up 

the hill. In addition to the risk to 2 Lime Kiln View, there is a signifiicant risk to road 

users. The stretch of road is regularly used by pedestrians, horse-riders and cyclists. The 

loop past Beech Hill, along the road parralel with River Ellen and back up to Oughterside 

School is in constant use by walkers. The road between Beech Hill and Oughterside is 

commonly used by children on bicycles and scooters, as well as horses. Yet vehicles 

travel this road at 60mph. Almost all of this walking loop is without footpaths, meaning 

pedestrians (with and without dogs) use the road.  

The above description are the words of the property owner, a resident of nearly 2 years 

who was getting acustomed to the beauty of the local countryside and its many walks. 

He put together and presented a very comprehensive presentation about the local speed 

limits and traffic issues. Your parish council with the resident’s permission submitted it to 

the local CRASH road saftey group for Cumbria (Casulaty Reduction and Safer Highways) 

and reminded the group of other issues with speeding and visibility issues especially with 

regards to the A596 through Prospect. The resident chose to write directly to the 

Cumbria Police and Crime Commissioner and the Commissioner has responded in a 

positive manner and also brought the issue of complaint to the CRASH group, so 

hopefully the issues that are raised on behalf of local residents will now taken seriously 

and some posirive and constructive actions taken.  
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Aspatria and District First Responders Group disbanding…. BUT! 

At the September Oughterside and Allerby parish council 

meeting the clerk advised councillors and members of 

the public attending the virtual meeting that he had 

received a letter from Rebecca Griffiths of the Aspatria 

and District First Responders Group advising that it was 

with regret having to disband. However, they had surplus 

funds and were offering to purchase and supply to 

communities a new defibrillator unit complete with all 

necessary fitting kit, however they could not support the 

cost of fitting the defibrillators or contribute to their 

annual running cost, although not a substantial annual 

cost.  

Allerby have community defibrillator attached to the 

Grow West building which that charity provides the 

power for. After a short discussion at the parish council 

meeting, Cllr Alan Morris, who is also the chairman of the 

Prospect Village Hall Committee, a defibrillator could be 

attached to the Prospect village hall and the hall could 

provide a power supply at the halls expense.  

Linda Snowdon who was the former chair of the local OPARA resident’s association, confirmed that there 

was still a small amount of funds in the now disbanded group’s bank account and that it could provide the 

necessary monies to cover the installation. Therefore, as the picture clearly indicates the new defibrillator 

was delivered by Rebecca at the start of December and now sits in the Prospect village hall and as soon as 

installation can be organised, in these Corona virus times, it will be on the outside frontage of the building. 

A big thank you to Aspatria and District First Responder’s Group for their potential lifesaving generosity.     

Oughterside and Allerby Councillors contacts 

LYNDSEY PRESTON-MILLER Allerby resident 07885584668 
PAULINE LUKEMAN, Allerby resident     07469712477 
JOHN COWAN, Oughterside resident     07504141613 

ALAN MORRIS, Prospect resident   07851867907 
DENISE VOLKAERTS, Prospect resident   07733135103 

LORNA WISHER, Allerby resident   0798460950 
RON SALMON, Oughterside resident   07702185063 

Parish Clerk 
Mike Milner, 54 Wentworth Park, Stainburn, Workington. CA14 1XP. 01900 66040   07709765005 

Email: oughtersideparishclerk@gmail.com 

Cumbria County Councillor 
Hugo Graham, Everleigh, 2 Home Farm Close, Dearham, Cumbria, CA15 7JB         07795159837 

Email: hugo.graham@cumbria.gov.uk 

Allerdale District Councillors 
Anthony Markley, Verona, Blitterlees, Silloth, CA7 4JJ  016973 31998, 07720560596 

Email: Anthony.markley@allerdale.gov.uk 

John Cook, 15 Caldew Street, Silloth, CA7 4BY, 07747462604 

Email:  john.cook@allerdale.gov.uk 

Owen Martin, 32 Fell View, Silloth, CA7 4DJ, 07513500741 

Email: owen.martin@allerdale.gov.uk 

Feel free to phone your councillors, but all email and written correspondence to the council via the 
clerk please. 

Website        www.oughtersideallerbypc.org.uk 

mailto:oughtersideparishclerk@gmail.com
mailto:hugo.graham@cumbria.gov.uk
mailto:Anthony.markley@allerdale.gov.uk
mailto:john.cook@allerdale.gov.uk
mailto:owen.martin@allerdale.gov.uk
http://www.oughtersideallerbypc.org.uk/


THE LOST SEAT ON THE A596 IN THE DIRECTION OF ASPATRIA 

Just before the exit from Prospect in the direction of Aspatria on the A596, nearly opposite 
the garage and caravan businesses is a traditional style old concrete and timber slated 

public bench. The seat had gone so far past being useable that nature was reclaiming the 
area. 

                   

 

Cllr Lorna Wisher came to the rescue and offered 
a solution, once the initial Covid lockdown 

restrictions were lifted, she volunteered her 
husband Andy to undertake the repair, suitably 
supervised by herself of course. At the start of 

September with Covid 19 restrictions not being 
compromised and weather very conducive to 

outside work and painting the work was 
undertaken. As you can see the finished article is 
a credit to the village as occupants in passing 

vehicles spy the seat. Two observations, once the 
old seat was dismantled it was discovered that 

none of the original timbers had been painted on 
all four sides, just on sides visible to passers-by. 
Andy has ensured all timbers fully painted and he 

obtained the traditional matching coloured paint 
after some internet research, not a standard 

Wickes off the shelf paint. On behalf of the parish 
council and all residents’ thanks for doing such a 
splendid job Lorna and Andy.  

THE MINERS ARMS 

We had hoped to promote the pub as it continues to be a major community hub in these 

strange times. However, getting this compiled, printed and distributed will stop serious 

promotion of the Christmas Market held on 12th December between the Prospect Village Hall 

and Miners Arms. One can say that on Friday 18th the Heavenly Fish and Chips van will be 

on the Miners Arms car park. Unfortunately, the pub will remain closed but they still have 

the shop open at the same hours but if anyone wants anything, they can ring the bell to 

come in out of hours. The bakery / butcher is still coming every Saturday morning with 

deliveries. Veg orders arrive Wednesdays.   



TREES and a LEANING LAMPOST 

It was brought to the parish council’s attention that there was a memorial tree in the corner of the playing 
field opposite the school. The memorial tree had over a period of time been more than somewhat 

overshadowed by the its neighbouring trees and it was decided that a general pruning of the playing field 
trees plus those down by the road junction corner was in order.  

  

 

 

 

It is clearly evident that the memorial tree was overwhelmed by the much larger tree to it left as you view 
the picture, so all the four trees at that end of the large playing field were, to receive a “crown lift and 
fastigate”. 

The result of the action can be seen in the right-hand picture, one appreciates that the work was 
undertaken in the autumn and so there is not a leaf to be seen, but the memorial tree should see a 

growth spurt next spring and the cottage should also benefit from an increase in daylight through their 
windows in that visible gable end.   

An arborist, tree surgeon or arboriculturist would obviously know what fastigate means but for 
those like the writer who don’t here is the definition, - narrowing toward the top; especially: 
having upright usually clustered branches. What happened to trimming and pruning? 
 

   

Those of you who travel up and down the road A596 at 
Prospect down to the school on the Arkleby road may have 

noticed a lamp post which has got unnatural lean on it.  

The post was hit by the contractor who was cutting back 

the roadside hedges down that road. His work sheet must 
have included lamp posts to be clobbered.  

Allerdale BC have received details and pictures of the 

damage so we will see what happens.  

Clobbered, definition, - verb hit hard.   

 

To all residents of Oughterside and Allerby enjoy this unusual festive 
period that 2020 offers and let’s hope for a return to normality in the new 

year, whatever that may be. Parish council meetings continue by using the 
Zoom platform and to attend please just email the clerk for the invitation 

link.  


